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CouncilmemberTom Berg r.
Chair,Committeeon Parks& Cultural Affairs
530 StreetKing, Room202
Honolulu,Hawaii 96813 —

CouncilmemberIkaikaAnderson
Vice-Chair,Committeeon Parks& Cultural Affairs
530 SouthKing StreetRoom202
Honolulu,Hawaii 96813

DearCouncilmemberBerg andCouncilmemberAnderson,

Thankyou for theopportunityto testify in supportof theintent of Bill 11. However,I deferto
my Council Memberwith respectto thespecificlanguageanddetailscontainedwithin thebill.

Bill 11 is importantbecauseit will finally begin to addressa numberof growingissuesatKailua
BeachParkandthesurroundingcommunity.Increasingpark usageanda lackof meaningful
enforcementhasled to theproliferationof dozensof illegal businessesoperatingin andaround
KailuaBeachParkon a daily basis.Theseoperationshavesometimescreatedandexacerbated
dangeroushealthsafetyissues,andmagnifiedthe lackofinfrastructurecapacityin thearea
which hasbegunto heavily impactsurroundingneighborhoodsandthebroadercommunity.

Thegrowingnumberof lunchwagonsandfoodvendorsthat frequentthepark,includingthose
with permits,haveled to a lossof valuableparkingstallsat thebeachpark.Thesinglepermitted
operationat thebusyentranceto theboatrampparkinglot hascreatedserioussafetyconcerns,
mixing linesof customersin themiddle of theparkinglot with linesofvehiclesdriving in to
park, often leadingto pedestriannear-missesandtraffic backupsalongtheadjacentmain road.
The illegal vendorscreatesimilar safetyissuesparkingon theedgeofthebeachparksellingto
customerslining up alongthebusyroadside,slowingtraffic, andtakingup moreof the limited
publicparking.

Irregularandinconsistenttour busdrop-offs,oftenfinding spacewherevertheycan,increasingly
block traffic alongthe only roadinto andout ofthearea.Oftenwhile loadingandunloadingthey
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haveregularlyblockedaccessinto andout oftheboatrampareaentirely,andfrequentlyblock
accessto or takeup adozenormoreparkingstallsastheywait for theirpassengersto return.

Oceansportsrentalsareregularly reportedto takeup largeareasofthebeachclosestto limited
loadingzonesneartheboatramp,laying out dozensof kayaksorpaddleboardsata time. While
the intentofthe law clearlyprohibitstheir operationwithin thebeachpark,multiple rental trucks
alsotakeup valuableparkingorpark on thegrassandrentequipmentdaily. With little regulation
or enforcement,andequipmentoftenrentedto peoplephysicallyunfit for theoffshoreconditions,
taxpayersendup on thehookpayingfor rescueseveryweek,to saynothingof regularinjuries,
orworse.

Thecumulativeeffectthis hashadon thesurroundingcommunityhasled to a tremendoushealth
andsafetyissuefor parkusers,pedestrians,andeveryonewho lives in thearea.With oneroadin
andout of thebeachparkarea,manyof theseconflictingusesandtheadditionaltouristdrawhas
led to regularlygridlocked traffic. At its worst,wewereblockedinto Lanikaiwith no entryor
exit for two to threehours.Emergencyaccessto thecommunitywascut off.

Kailua is not Waikiki. Kailua BeachParkis a relatively smallbeachpark for thenumberof
peoplewhovisit it. Thebeachpark andsurroundinginfrastructurewerenot designedto handle
the influx ofvisitors andbusinessesthat arecurrentlyproliferatingin thearea.I amnot against
businessatall, but it mustbe conductedlegally,safely,andproperlyto ensureno adverseimpact
on thesurroundingcommunity.We cannotcontrolhow popularKailua BeachParkis, or how
manypeoplecometo visit, butwe cantakestepsto preventthecongestion,capacity,andsafety
issuesfrom worsening.Unlessthe City andCounty is readyto spendtensof millions of dollars
on newbridges,roads,andotherinfrastructurein andaroundthebeachpark,Bill 11 is oneof the
only toolswe haveto mitigatethegrowinghealthandsafetyissuesat thebeachpark andin our
surroundingcommunities.I defer on the detailsto our localcouncilmember,but I supportits
intentasastepin the right direction,andurgeits adoption.

Thankyou for theopportunityto testify.

Sincerely,

Chris Lee
StateRepresentative
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